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What is PHP Car Rental?

PHP Car Rental is a complete car rental website script written in plain PHP and MySQL. It
gives you a modern customer website, a member area for car owners and renters, and a
full admin panel, so you can start a car rental company or a car-sharing marketplace on
your own hosting.

& PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks Locations  Contact

# Over1,000 happy renters this year

Find your perfect
ride in minutes

@ Freecancellation @ No hidden fees @ 24/7 support

Pick-up lacation Fick-up date Return date Car type

@ Any location w mm{dd/yyyy =] mm/ddyyyy (m] All types w Q Search

12 6 1,203+ 4.7

BROWSE BY TYPE

The home page of a PHP Car Rental website

Three products in one script

Part Who uses it What it does
Website Visitors and Search and filter cars, Al search, car pages with a live price calculator,
(front end) customers booking requests, reviews, favorites, English and Spanish. See the front

end chapter.

Member Carowners and  Register, post cars with the Al listing generator, manage booking requests,
panel renters pay for listings, track own bookings. See the member panel chapter.
Admin panel You, the Manage cars, bookings, users, payments, pages, news, languages, Al

website owner settings, statistics and permissions. See the admin chapter.

Main features

e Al search - visitors describe a trip in plain words and the script builds the search (Al car search).

¢ Al listing generator - owners get the title, description and form fields written for them (Al listing
generator).
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¢ Live price calculator with seasonal prices, long-rental discounts, extras and coupons (Live
pricing).

¢ Booking requests with availability checking and automatic e-mails (The booking process).

¢ Paid listings with Stripe, PayPal or bank transfer (Paid listings and checkout, Payment settings).

¢ Multi-language interface and content, English and Spanish included (Languages on the website).

¢ Mobile-first template that you can recolor from the admin panel (Logo, colors and branding).

o Statistics, permissions and security built in (Traffic statistics, Administrators, groups and
permissions, Security).

Who is it for?

Car rental companies that want their own booking website, entrepreneurs building a peer-to-peer car
rental marketplace, web agencies delivering sites for rental clients, and developers who want a clean
PHP base they can edit. The code is intentionally simple: no Composer, no heavy framework, no
payment SDKs.

How this manual is organized

The manual follows the product: start with installation and the quick start, then read the chapters for
the website, the member panel and the admin panel. Developers will find the technical chapters at the
end.
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GETTING STARTED
Installation

PHP Car Rental installs with a web installer. You upload the files, open one address in the
browser, fill in a short form and the database, demo content and configuration file are
created for you.

Server requirements

Requirement Details

PHP 7.4 or newer (tested on PHP 8.2)

PHP extensions pdo_mysql, curl, gd, mbstring

Database MySQL 5.7+ or MariaDB 10.3+, with a user that can create tables

Web server Apache is recommended. mod_rewrite is needed only for SEO-friendly URLs
Other HTTPS is strongly recommended, especially if you accept payments

Install with the web installer

1. Upload the content of the script folder to your hosting, for example to public_html orto a sub
folder.

2. Make sure the folders uploaded_images and thumbnails are writable (permissions 755 or 775).

3. Open https://your-site.com/install/ in the browser.

4. Enter the database data: host, database name, user, password and a table prefix (the default
carrental_ is fine). The installer creates the database if your MySQL user is allowed to.

5. Enter the website name, the administrator e-mail, username and password.

6. Keep Install demo content ticked if you want 12 sample cars, reviews, bookings and news to see
the site working. You can remove them later.

7. Click Install now. The tables are created and config.php is written automatically.

8. Delete the install folder from the server.

Always delete the install folder after the installation. It contains an SQL file and the installer
script that should not stay on a live website.

Alternative: import the SQL file by hand

If you prefer phpMyAdmin: create an empty database, import install/PHPCarRental.sql, then edit
config.php (see below). The dump contains demo content and the administrator admin with the
password admin123. Change this password immediately in Home — My account (My account
(password and language)).
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The config.php file
Variable Meaning
$DOMAIN_NAME Optional full address used in e-mails and payment return links, for example
www.example.com/rent . Leave empty to auto-detect.
$DBHost , $DBUser, MySQL access data.

$DBPass , $DBName

$DBprefix Prefix of all table names. Keep it if you share the database with another script.
$DEBUG_MODE Setto false on a live website to hide PHP and SQL error details.
$ProductName Name shown in the admin panel header.

After the installation

Open your website and the admin panel at /ADMIN/ and log in.

Follow the quick start checklist to brand the site and set up payments.

Installing in a sub folder works without changes; the script detects its own path.

To use SEO-friendly URLs, enable them as described in General settings.
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GETTING STARTED
Quick start checklist

Use this checklist after the installation to turn the demo into your own business. Each
step links to the page that explains it in detail.

1.Login to /ADMIN/ and change your password (My account (password and language)).

2. Set the identity of the site: name, logo, favicon, colors and home page texts (Logo, colors and
branding).

3. Enter your contact data, e-mail and timezone (General settings).
4. Configure e-mail so booking and password e-mails are delivered (E-mail and SMTP).

5. Add your locations, car types, brands and extras (Car types, brands and features, Extras,
locations and coupons).

6. Add your first cars with photos and prices (The car editor). Delete the demo cars when you no
longer need them.

7. Edit your pages: About us, Terms, Privacy and the menu (Pages and menu).

8. Choose the currency and payments if users pay for listings (Payment settings, Packages and
transactions).

9. Switch on Al by choosing a provider and pasting an API key (Al settings).

10. Add SEO and tracking codes and check the site in your language(s) (SEO, tracking and social
media, Languages).

Before going live, open the website in a private browser window and test the full path: search a
car, send a booking request, register a user, post a car. Then delete the demo users in Users
(Website users).

Demo accounts

When the demo content is installed, two website accounts exist: owner@example.com (a car owner) and
demo@example.com (a customer), both with the password demo123. They are useful to explore the
member panel. Remove them on a live site.
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GETTING STARTED
Folder and file structure

The script uses a small, readable structure shared with other NetArt Media scripts.
Knowing where things live makes customizing easy.

Top level
Path Purpose
index.php Front controller: loads the classes and shows the requested page or module.
config.php Database access and basic settings.
include/ Core classes and helpers (see below).
extensions/ One file per website module: home, cars, car, booking, contact, faq, news, login,
register, account, payment ... Sections of "My account" are in
extensions/account/ .
templates/modern/ The website template: template.html, CSS and JavaScript.
languages/ Interface texts of the website: en.php, es.php.
ADMIN/ The admin panel.
uploaded_images/ , Car photos, logo and other uploads (must be writable).
thumbnails/
install/ Web installer and SQL dump. Delete after installing.
.htaccess URL rewriting rules for SEO-friendly addresses.
The include folder
File What it does
DatabasePDO.class.php Database class used in all scripts of the family.

PageController.class.php Routing: ?page=slug shows a CMS page, ?mod=name runs extensions/name.php .
PageModel.class.php Queries for pages and settings.

TemplateEngine.class.php Fills the template tags such as <site menu/> and {{text_key}}.

CarModel.class.php Car search, prices, availability, bookings, publishing.
Payments.class.php Stripe Checkout, PayPal Orders and bank transfer.
SiteUser.class.php Website users: login, registration, password reset.
helpers.php Links, texts, settings, formatting, e-mail, CSRF.
ajax_*.php Al generator, Al search, live price and favorites endpoints.
stripe_webhook.php Stripe webhook address.
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The ADMIN folder

Each admin page is one file in ADMIN/<category>/<action>.php, listed in ADMIN/pages_structure.php,
which builds the menu and the permissions. Shared classes are in ADMIN/include/ and the interface

texts in ADMIN/en.php and ADMIN/es.php.

10



WEBSITE (FRONT END)
The home page

The home page is built to turn visitors into customers: a strong first screen, a search box
that is always visible, and sections that build trust and show your cars.

& PHP CarRental

Home Our Cars. How it works

# Over1,000 happy renters this year

Find your perfect
ride in minutes

f

@ Free cancellation @ Mo hiddenfees @ 24/7 support

Pick-up location

Pick-up date Car typa

@ Any location - mm/dd/yyyy =] mm/ddyyyy (=] All types.

12 6 1,203+
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The hero section with the two search tabs

Sections from top to bottom

Section

Hero

Search panel

Numbers

Browse by type

Featured cars

How it works and
Why us

What it shows

Headline, short text, trust points, an
illustrated car and the search panel.

Two tabs: Search cars (location, dates, type)
and Al assistant.

Cars available, pick-up cities, happy rentals
and average rating, calculated from your
data.

One tile per active car type with the number
of cars.

Up to six cars, featured ones first.

Three steps and six advantages.

M

Where you control it

Home page texts and image: Logo,
colors and branding.

Al tab: Al settings. Locations and types:
Car types, brands and features.

Automatic.

Car types, brands and features.

Mark a car as featured in Managing
cars.

Texts in languages/en.php (Languages
on the website).
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Section What it shows Where you control it
Popular locations ~ Cards for your pick-up places with car Extras, locations and coupons.
counts.
Testimonials Latest approved reviews with 4 or 5 stars. Approve reviews in Moderating reviews.
Post your car Banner that invites owners to list a car. Shown when Users can post their own

carsis on (General settings).

Customize the home page

e Change the main color, logo, fonts and the hero background photo in Website — Logo & colors.
¢ Replace the headline and subtitle with your own words in the same page.

e Reorder or hide menu items in Pages and menu.

Mobile and tablet

The template is responsive. On phones the menu becomes a slide-down panel, the search form
stacks into one column and car cards become a single column. No separate mobile site is needed.

== PiHP Car Resstal

= e W OO e ey rermthers thils ye o

Finmncd yvyouur pperfect ricde |

Comipoare e rices, ick froomm huamncdreds of cars Ffrorm Tros
W e s = rental compeanies, amnd bhbeocok ormiiirme wewrithbe o
hicdcdery Ffeaes_

_ Freae carcaeilaticom _— rNo hiidoden Ffaeaes

T Search cars 2 Al asassistamt
Pickk—eapy laoaaoaticrs

- A s I s ticorm
Prichkc—ownp» o aate

[ pale =P B W W L W
Retoarem ol st

[aals p s e B Ve

T anr T e e

P B ST

The home page on a phone
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WEBSITE (FRONT END)

Al car search

Instead of choosing a location, dates, type and price one by one, a visitor can write one
sentence. The Al turns it into search filters and opens the matching cars.

# Over1,000 happy renters this year

Find your perfect
ride in minutes

L earch cars F assistan
Family SUV with automatic gearbox in Berlfin for S days under 120 a day # Find my car
y:  Cheap automatic

stomatic car in Barcelona for the weekend  Elpctric car for 3days in Los Angeles 7 saater van for a family irip under 120 a day

12 6 1,203+ 4.7

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

The Al assistant tab of the home page search panel

How a visitor uses it

1. On the home page, click the Al assistant tab.

2. Type what you need, for example: Family SUV with automatic gearbox in Berlin for 5 days under
120 a day.

3. Press Find my car. A short friendly summary appears and the results page opens with the filters
already set.

Example sentences are shown under the box as clickable chips and they can be translated in the
language files.

What the Al understands

e Car type, for example SUV, electric, van or convertible (mapped to your own car types).
e Pick-up city or location (mapped to your locations).

e Minimum number of seats, automatic or manual gearbox, and fuel type.

e A maximum price per day.

e Dates such as "next weekend", "for 5 days" or "from Friday". The current date is sent to the Al so
that relative dates are resolved correctly.

13
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Works without an API key

If no Al provider is configured, a built-in keyword parser still reads the sentence: it finds words such
as automatic, electric, "5 seats", "under 90", your car types, your cities and "weekend". The search
box therefore never looks broken. Add an API key for much better understanding of free text.

Setitup

1. Open Settings — Al settings (Al settings).
2. Choose Groq, DeepSeek or ChatGPT, paste the API key and save.
3. Make sure Al search on the home page is ticked.

The API key stays on the server and is never sent to the browser. Requests are rate-limited per
visitor and per IP address so nobody can use up your credits.

14
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WEBSITE (FRONT END)

Search and filters

The Our Cars page combines a filter sidebar with a grid of results. Every filter works
together with the others and the address of the page can be shared or bookmarked.

a PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks  Locations  Contact @en - Login | % Postyourcar

T cars found
Recommended  ~

Filters Cinereld & Avallable for your dates
Keywards
Now 12, 2026 — Nov 18, 2026 x
Pick-up location
Any location v
Pick-up date Return date
n/12/2026 O 1/16/2028 O
cartype
Alltypes v
VAN & MINIVAN - BERLIN CENTRAL STATION SUV - MIAMI BEACH STATION
B Volkswagen Multivan 7 seats Jeep Wrangler Rubicon
All brands v iy
R7 % Avtomatic B Diesel @ B 24 % Auomatic B Petrol @
Trangmission Fuel R7 % LL . R4 % L o
oY Y 8 T 109 | e |
Min price Max prica
# Featured [v] # Featured 9

The search page with filters and results

Available filters
Filter Notes
Keywords Searches title, model, brand and city.
Pick-up location Your active locations (Extras, locations and coupons).

Pick-up and return  Only cars that are really free in that period are shown. Bookings that are pending or
date confirmed block the dates, up to the number of identical cars you have.

Car type, brand Managed in Car types, brands and features.
Transmission, fuel ~ Automatic or manual; petrol, diesel, hybrid, electric, LPG.

Price min and max  Price per day.

Minimum seats 2, 4,5 o0r7and more.
Features One checkbox per equipment item (air conditioning, GPS ...). A car must have all ticked
items.

15
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Sorting, chips and pages
e Sort by recommended (featured first), price low to high or high to low, newest, best rated and most
popular.
e Active filters appear as removable chips above the results.
e Pagination uses the Cars per page value from General settings.
e When dates are chosen, they are passed to the car page so the booking box is pre-filled.

Link directly to a filtered result, for example all cars of one type: index.php?mod=cars&category=2.
This is handy for advertising campaigns and menu links.

16
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WEBSITE (FRONT END)
The car page

The car page is where bookings are decided. It shows everything a renter wants to know

and keeps the booking box visible while the visitor scrolls.

ampcafnenta| Home  OurCars Howitworks  Localions  Contact @en - Login

Home » Cars » SUV » BMW X5 xDrived(:

$N9 ...,

calculated below. You will not be

Fick-up dabe Return date

nn2/z02e (=] 1e/2026 [=]

Pick-up location

Los Angeles - Los Angeles Airport (LA!

Drop-off location

Los Angeles - Los Angeles Airport (LA ~

Pick-up time

n 10:00 v
m in

] ©PS device 57/ cay

. .
BMW X5 xDrive40i EE—
@ 5UV @ Los Angeles Airport (LAX), Los Angeles & dr & & o 5001 @ 719 views
] Additional driver 59 day
Q%
] Fullinsurance (zero excess) 514/ day
al' oy la a ] Wi-Fi hotspot 85 | day
5

Automatic Petrol 5

Airport delivery 525

Coupon code

Gallery on the left, booking box on the right

What the page contains

Photo gallery with thumbnails, next and previous arrows and a full-screen lightbox (keyboard
arrows work).

Title, type, location, rating and views, plus favorite and share buttons.

Specifications: seats, gearbox, fuel, bags, doors, year, mileage per day and minimum driver age.
Description written by the owner or by the Al (Al listing generator).

Features with icons.

Rental terms: deposit, minimum rental, mileage and discounts.

Owner box with a Contact the owner form. Messages arrive in the owner's Messages and by e-
mail.

Reviews and a form to write one (Reviews and favorites).

Similar cars of the same type and similar price.

The booking box

On the right, the sticky box lets the visitor choose dates, locations, pick-up time, extras and a coupon.
The price is recalculated instantly (Live pricing) and the Request booking button sends the request
(The booking process).

17
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Good for search engines

Each car page has its own title, a description taken from the car text, an Open Graph image and
structured data (price, brand and rating). With SEO-friendly URLs enabled the address looks like
/car-bmw-x5-xdrive40i-2 (General settings).

Cars that are paused, expired or waiting for approval are hidden from the public. The owner and
administrators can still open them to preview.

18
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WEBSITE (FRONT END)
Live pricing

The total price is calculated on the server and displayed live in the booking box, so the
customer always sees what a booking will cost before sending it.

.'1 ‘ 0 B Apply
H 2022 250 Km 21+
S119.00 * 4 days $476.00
Total $476.00
About this car

Spacious, powerful and refined. The X5 is the perfect travel companion for families and
business trips alike, with a luxurious interior and a commanding view of the road,

= Panoramic sunroof
+ Heated leather seats
» Adaptive cruise control

F!atum! Notes (optional
#  Ajr conditioning A Bluetcoth audic
¥ USE charger A Leatherseats
18 Request bookin

® Heated seats #®  Sunroof

#  Child seat ready

Rental terms

Depasit $500

M t 1day
250 km

Discount for 7+ days -10%.

Discount for 30+ days -20%

Rental terms shown on the car page

How the total is calculated
1. Days: the number of days between pick-up and return (at least 1). The car's minimum days is
enforced.

2. Daily prices: every day uses the normal price per day, or the price of a seasonal range if the day
falls inside one.

3. Long rental discount: 7 days or more applies the weekly percentage; 30 days or more applies the
monthly percentage.

4. Extras are added: per day (child seat, GPS) or as a fixed price (airport delivery).

5. Coupon: percentage or fixed amount, applied to the rental price after the long-rental discount.

6. Total = rental after discounts - coupon + extras. The refundable deposit is shown separately.

Where each part is set

Item Setin

Price per day, deposit, minimum days, mileage, Car form: The car editor or the owner's post a car
discounts form.

Seasonal prices The car editor (administrators).

19
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Item Setin

Extras Extras, locations and coupons.

Coupons Extras, locations and coupons.

Currency symbol and position Payment settings, tab Paid /istings.
Availability

The script counts pending and confirmed bookings that overlap the chosen dates. If the number

reaches the number of identical cars of the listing, the box shows that the car is not available and the
request button is disabled.

Use seasonal prices for summer or holidays instead of editing the normal price twice a year.

20
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WEBSITE (FRONT END)

The booking process

A booking in PHP Car Rental is a request that the car owner (or you, for your own cars)
confirms. The customer does not pay anything at this stage.

Step by step for the customer

1. Choose pick-up and return dates in the booking box of the car page.

2. Select the pick-up and drop-off location, pick-up time and optional extras. Enter a coupon if you
have one.

3. Check the price, enter name, e-mail and phone and click Request booking.
4. A confirmation page shows the booking code (for example CR-A1B2c3D) and the price details.

Guests can book without an account. If you want to require registration, tick Customers must log in to
book in General settings.

Statuses
Status Meaning
Pending New request. It already blocks the dates.
Confirmed Accepted by the owner or administrator.
Rejected Declined.
Cancelled Cancelled by the customer or the owner.
Completed The rental has ended.

E-mails

e The customer receives an e-mail when the request is received and when it is confirmed, rejected
or cancelled.

e The car owner (or the administrator e-mail for company cars) receives a notice about every new
request.

E-mails need a working mail setup. See E-mail and SMTP for sender and SMTP settings.
Protection against abuse

The booking form checks a security token and limits how many requests one visitor can send in a
short time. Dates in the past and unavailable cars are rejected.

21
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WEBSITE (FRONT END)
Reviews and favorites

Reviews build trust and favorites bring visitors back. Both are built in and work for
registered users.

TESTIMONIALS

What our customers say

Perfect car, spotless and the pick-up took Baooked for a weekend trip and everything Fantastic experience, the owner was
five minutes. Will rent again! was smooth. Highly recommended. super friendly and the car drove like a

o Maria G. o Daniel K.
Tesia Model 3 Long Rng Porscha 91 Cai

dream.

o James T.

Approved reviews are shown on the home page

Reviews

A logged-in user can write one review per car: a rating from 1to 5 stars and a comment.

e The average rating and the number of reviews are shown on the car card, in search results and on
the car page.

e By default new reviews wait for approval. Change this with New reviews need approval in General
settings.

e Approve, hide or delete reviews in Moderating reviews. Ratings update automatically.

Favorites

e The heart on a car card or car page saves the car to the user's favorites.
e Guests who click the heart are taken to the login page first.
e Saved cars are listed in My account — Favorites (My bookings, favorites and profile).

22



WEBSITE (FRONT END)
Languages on the website

Visitors choose their language from the globe button in the header. The whole interface
and every translated item switches at once, and the choice is remembered.

Nuestros

& PHP CarRental Inicio

# Mis de LOOD clientes satisfechos este afo

Encuentratucoche

ideal en minutos 9 =

@ Cancelacién gratuita @ Sincargos ocultos @ Atencion 24/7

Q, Buscar coches # Asistente 1A

Lugar da recogida Fecha de recogida Tipa de coche

a o id
@ Cuslauier lugar v mmbdalyyyy B mmddyy O | Todskstpos m

12 6 1,203+ 4.7

EXPLORA POR TIPO

The same home page in Spanish

What is translated
Content Where the translations live
Buttons, labels, messages, e- Language files languages/xx.php .
mails
Pages and menu Page form, one tab per language (Pages and menu).
News articles News form (News and FAQ).
FAQ, car types, features, Their forms in the admin (Car types, brands and features, Extras, locations
extras and coupons).
Car titles and descriptions Written once by the owner, in the language of the owner.
How switching works

e The switcher adds ?lang=es to the current address; the language is then stored in the session.
e With SEO-friendly URLSs, links of other languages get a prefix such as /es-car-seat-ibiza-12.

e Missing texts fall back to English, so a half-translated language never shows empty labels.

23
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e The switcher is shown only when muiti-language is enabled and at least two languages are active
(Languages).

Add alanguage

Create the language in Settings — Languages. The script copies the English file to languages/xx.php;
translate the values (never the keys) and translate your pages, news and FAQ. Details in Languages.

24



WEBSITE (FRONT END)

Contact, FAQ, news and locations

Besides cars, the website has ready-made content pages. Each one is a module that you
can attach to any menu item.

a PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks  Locations  Contact & en Login | & Post yourcar

Contact

Getintouch Send us amessage

Your name E-mail *
° flddress
Phone Phone Subject
.
=

E-mail

Opening hours
e : P 9

<1 Send message

The contact page

Contact page

Shows your address, phone and e-mail and a form. Messages are saved in Home — Messages
(Admin login and dashboard) and e-mailed to the contact address. The form includes a hidden spam
field, a security token and a limit on messages per visitor.

FAQ
An accordion of questions and answers managed in Website — FAQ. Each item is translated in every

language.

News

A simple blog with article cards and article pages, ideal for travel tips and offers. Articles have their
own address, summary and translations.

Locations

A list of all pick-up places with the number of cars; each card opens the car search filtered by that
place.

25
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Text pages

Pages such as How it works, About us, Terms & Conditions and Privacy Policy are normal pages
edited with a rich text editor in Pages and menu. Replace the sample texts before you go live.

26
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WEBSITE (FRONT END)
Registration and login

Visitors can create a free account. The same account can rent cars and post cars, so
there is no separate registration for owners.

a PHP CarRental Home  OurCars Howitworks Locations  Contact & En Login + Post your car

Your next trip starts here

vorit s and

@ Track all your bookings in o o Welcome back

© Save favorite cars

@ Post your car with Al help E-mall

The login page

Create an account

The register page asks for name, e-mail, phone and a password of at least six characters. The user is
logged in immediately and receives a welcome e-mail.

Login
e E-mail and password. Too many wrong attempts are temporarily blocked.

e |f the user was sent to the login page from another page (for example to post a car), they return
there afterwards.

e The user menu in the header gives quick access to the dashboard, listings, bookings, favorites
and profile.

Forgot password

1. On the login page click Forgot your password? and enter the e-mail.
2. If the address exists, a link valid for two hours is e-mailed. The message is the same whether or
not the address exists.

3. The link opens a form where a new password is set.

27
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Administrators of the admin panel are a separate group of users; see Administrators, groups and
permissions.

28



MEMBER PANEL: CAR OWNERS & RENTERS
Member dashboard

After login, every user lands on the dashboard. It works both for people who rent cars
and for people who list their own cars, so it adapts to what the user does.

o PHP CarRental Home  OurCars Howitworks  Locations  Contact & EN

o Alex Morgan Hello, Alex

@ Dashboard 4 2157 - 1
= @ L] o

& My listings

+ Postyour car

& Booking requests () Recentbookings

& Messages

B My bookings E BMW X5 xDrive40i ) i . ;
| A Nov 11, 2026 — Nov 14, 2026

% Favorites

B Payments

2a Profile

[+ Logout

+ Past your car

The dashboard of a car owner

The left menu

Menu item
Dashboard
My listings
Post your car

Booking

requests

Messages

My bookings

Favorites

Payments

Purpose

Numbers and the latest bookings.

All cars of the user with status and actions.
The form with the Al assistant.

Requests for the user's cars. A badge shows pending
ones.

Questions sent from the car pages. A badge shows
unread ones.
Cars the user has booked.

Saved cars.

Payments for listings.
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Manual page
This page
Managing listings
Posting a car

Booking requests and
messages

Booking requests and
messages

My bookings, favorites and
profile

My bookings, favorites and
profile

Paid listings and checkout
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Menu item Purpose Manual page
Profile Personal data and password. My bookings, favorites and
profile

The four numbers

Active listings - cars that are online now.

Listing views - how many times the user's car pages were opened.

Pending requests - booking requests waiting for an answer.
Favorites - cars the user saved.

If you do not want users to post cars, untick Users can post their own cars in General settings.
The post buttons disappear and the member area becomes a booking and favorites area.
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MEMBER PANEL: CAR OWNERS & RENTERS

Posting a car

PHP Car Rental User Manual

Owners list a car with one form. It can be filled by hand or with the help of the Al
assistant (Al listing generator), and saved as a draft until the owner is ready.

) rHPCarRental

o Alex Morgan

@ Dashboard

& My listings

4+ Postyour car

O Booking requests ()
® Messages

My bookings

® Favorites

B Payments

2o Profile

[+ Logout

Open the form

Home Our Cars. How it works

Editlisting

# Alassistant
Wite

Locations

Contact @ EN - °AIE: v .

@ Preview

2 few words about your car and ket Al fiil In the form for you

Car details
Listing title *

BMW X5 xDrived0i

Brand

Description

# Fill the form with Al

Model

w x5

Pick-up location

v Los Angeles Airpart {LAX) - Los Angeles v

Bags Nurnber of identical cars

5 1

The first part of the listing form

Click Post your car in the header or in the account menu. Guests are asked to log in or register first.

Fillin the form
Section Fields
Car details Title (required), brand, model, car type, pick-up location, year, transmission, fuel, color,

seats, doors, bags, and the number of identical cars you can rent at the same time.

Description Rich text editor. Use Write description with Alif you like.

Features Tick the equipment: air conditioning, GPS, Bluetooth and more. These also feed the search
filters.

Prices and Price per day (required), deposit, discount for 7+ days and 30+ days in percent, minimum

rules rental days, kilometers per day (empty = unlimited) and minimum driver age.

Photos Drag and drop or click to select. JPG, PNG, WEBP or GIF, up to 8 MB each. The first photo is

the main one.

31



PHP Car Rental User Manual

BIuYU EE &

Spacious, powerful and refined. The X5 is the perfect travel companion for families and business trips
alike, with a luxurious interior and a commanding view of the road.

Features

| B # airconditioning | 1 6PS navigation £ Bluetooth audia
¥ USE charger N :Z:‘E Ruliy [ Aol ® Cruise control
_| @ Parking sensars W4 Rear camera ( A Leather seats

‘ & Heated seats |1 & Sunroof | [ O & icarwhaat dve

} & Child seat ready |

Prices and rules

Price per day (5] * Depasit {$) Discount for 7+ days %) Discount for 30+ days (%]
18.00 500.00 10 20

Minimum rental [days) Mileage per day (km) Min, driver age
1 250 21

photos max8)

Description, features and prices

Save or publish

e Save as draft keeps the listing private so you can finish it later.

e Save & publish sends it live. If the website charges for listings, the button reads Save & continue
to payment (Paid listings and checkout).

¢ When the administrator approves listings manually, the status becomes Pending until approval
(Managing cars).
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Click or drop photos here

B Save changes

Photos and the publish buttons

Uploaded photos are re-encoded as JPEG, resized to a maximum width and get fast thumbnails
automatically. Delete a photo with the cross on its thumbnail.
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MEMBER PANEL: CAR OWNERS & RENTERS

Al listing generator

Writing a convincing ad is the hardest part of listing a car. The Al assistant removes it: it
can fill the whole form from one sentence and write a polished description.

a PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks Locations  Contact sen (@ e - + Post your car
Post yourcar
o Alex Morgan
# Massistant
@ Dashboard Write 2 few wards about your ear and let A1 il in the form for yor
& My listings t #£ Fillthe form with Al
+ Post your car
O Booking requests () Cardetails
= Messages Listing title *
B My bookings
% Favoril e el Model

Select. w

Description

The Al assistant box at the top of the listing form

Option 1: fill the whole form from one sentence
1. In the Al assistant box type a few words, for example: 2027 white Toyota RAV4 hybrid, automatic,
5 seats, perfect for families.
2. Click Fill the form with Al.

3. The title, brand, model, year, car type, gearbox, fuel, seats, doors, bags, color, matching features
and a description are filled in.

4. Read everything, correct what you like and add the price, the location and the photos.

Option 2: write only the description

1. Fill in the car details and tick the features first.

2. Optionally type a note in the field above the editor, for example non-smoking, new tyres, child seat
available.

3. Click Write description with Al. The editor receives a description with a short intro, a list of
highlights and a closing line.
Good to know

e The text is written in the language the visitor is currently using on the website.
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e The Al does not invent technical facts that you did not provide.
e Generated HTML is cleaned so that only simple formatting (paragraphs, lists, bold) is kept.
e Each user can make a limited number of Al requests per hour to protect your credits.

Al buttons work only after the administrator has entered an API key. See Al settings. Without a key
users see a message that Al is not configured.

The same generator is available for administrators in the car editor (The car editor).
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MEMBER PANEL: CAR OWNERS & RENTERS
Managing listings

The My listings page shows every car of the user with its status, price, views and expiry
date.

o PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howilworks Locaions  Contact sen (@ aex + Post your car
+ Post your car
0 My listings I
@ Dashboard PRICEPERDAY STATUS  VIEWS EXPIRES
& My listings Mazda MX-5 Roadster

# Postyour car

- e s N
Jeep Wrangler Rubicon
O Bookingrequests () a $109 ® Actve 398 @ / un W
& Messages

- Porsche 811 Carrera _— .

3208 «acthe 253

B Mybookings
% Favorites ﬂ BMW X5 xDrive40i
B Payments

2a Profile

[+ Logout

The My listings table

Statuses
Status Meaning What the owner can do
Draft Saved but never published. Edit, publish (or pay and publish), delete.

Pending  Waiting for the administrator to approve it.  Edit, delete.
Active Online and bookable. View, edit, pause, delete.
Paused Hidden by the owner. Resume, edit, delete.

Expired The time of the listing or package is over. Publish again (and pay again if listings are charged).

Rejected Declined by the administrator. Edit and publish again.
Row actions

e Eye opens the public page of the car (a preview for non-active cars).
¢ Pencil opens the edit form; the same form as Posting a car.

e Pause / play hides or shows the car without deleting it.

L]

Trash deletes the car with its photos after a confirmation.
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Expiry

Listings stay online for the number of days of the chosen package, or for the default number of days
set by the administrator when listings are free (Payment settings). Expired listings are hidden
automatically and can be published again.
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MEMBER PANEL: CAR OWNERS & RENTERS
Booking requests and messages

Requests for the user's cars arrive in Booking requests. Pending requests are listed first
and a badge in the menu shows how many are waiting.

o PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howilworks Locaions  Contact sen (@ aex + Post your car

Booking requests

o Alex Morgan

@ Dashboard

& My listings BMW X5 Sam Taylor bt
E «Drive40i " . - $357.00 = Panding m Reject
+ Postyour car # :

& Booking requests ()
= Messages

B My bookings

¥ Favorites

E Payments

2a Profile

[+ Logout

Booking requests received by an owner

Booking requests

Each row shows the car, the customer (name, e-mail, phone), the dates and pick-up time, the total
and the status.

e Confirm accepts the request. The customer receives a confirmation e-mail.
e Reject declines it (after a confirmation). The customer is informed by e-mail.

e Mark completed appears after the return date of a confirmed booking.

Pending requests already block the dates for other customers. Answer them quickly to avoid
losing bookings.
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o PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks Locations  Contact & N Q e + Post your car

Messages
o Alex Morgan
@ Dashboard
& My listings
i auie No messages yet
O Booking requesis i
W Messages

My bookings

o

¥ Favorites

Payments

2s Profile

[+ Logout

The Messages page

Visitors can use the Contact the ownerform on the car page. The message is stored here and sent to
the owner by e-mail. Use Reply to open your mail program, the check icon to mark as read and the
trash to delete.
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MEMBER PANEL: CAR OWNERS & RENTERS
My bookings, favorites and profile

Renters use the same member area. Their most important pages are their bookings, their
favorites and their profile.

L]
My bookings
° PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks Locations  Contact & N [ B + Post your car

My bookings

o Sam Taylor

@ Dashboard

o My st TeslaModel 3long  Nov 4, 2026
& My listings Range " Mannaltan Downlown ~ $267.00  » Canfirmed cancel

+ Post your car

i Nov 1, 2026
& Booking requests BMW X5 xDrived0i Los Angales Airport
; : $357.00  » Pending Cancel
(LAX)

= Messages
N 0 5 3 Nov 2, 202€
# My hoollays Fiat 500 Dalcs Vita o
o ElPrat Airport $102.00  « Compieses
® Favorites
E Payments
2s Profile

(+ Logout

The My bookings page

Lists every booking made while logged in, with code, dates, pick-up location, price and status. A
pending or confirmed booking can be cancelled until its start date; the owner is notified.
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Favorites

a PHP CarRental

o Sam Taylor

L]

Ll

Dashboard

My listings

+ Postyour car

Baoking requests

Messages

My bookings

Favorites

Payments

e Profile

Log out

Home Our Cars

Howitworks  Locations  Contact & En © s + Post your car

Favorites

ELECTRIC - MANHATTAN DOWNTOWN

TeslaModel 3 Long Range

SPORTS < LOS ANGELES AIRPORT (LAX)

Porsche 911 Carrera

Favorite cars

All cars saved with the heart. Clicking the heart again removes a car from the list immediately.

Payments

Shows the history of payments for listings with method, amount, date and status (Paid listings and

checkout).
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Profile

a PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks Locations  Contact @ EN Q e + Post your car

Profile

o Alex Morgan

Personal details
@ Dashboard

Your name E-mail
A My lislings Alex Morgan owner@example.com
+ Postyour car

Phone city
O Booking requesis i +1555 0100 New York
= Messages

Company [optional) Languaga
B My bookings Morgan Premium Cars English v
W Favorites

Save changes

E Payments
2o Profile
[+ Logout Change password

Current password Now passwor rd Repeat passward

Change password

ompany

The profile page

* Name, phone, city, company (optional) and preferred language. The e-mail is the login and cannot
be changed by the user.
e Change password: the current password and the new one twice.
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MEMBER PANEL: CAR OWNERS & RENTERS
Paid listings and checkout

When the administrator switches on paid listings, publishing a car becomes a small
checkout: choose a package, choose a payment method, pay.

a PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks  Locations  Contact & En 0 2 + Post your car

Publish your listing

Home > Publ

Publish your listing: Hyundaii20 (draft for screenshot)

1. Choose a package
BEST VISIBILITY

Starter Standard Featured

A 19.99 .. 39.99 ...

30 days online

/ Upto 6 photos 60 days onfine

~ Up 1015 photos

« Featured badge and top
positions

2. Payment method

[ am  Bank transfer }
& Continue to payment Cancel
=

Choosing a package and a payment method

The user's path
1. Save the listing and click Save & continue to payment (or Pay & publish in My listings).
2. Choose a package: price, days online, number of photos and whether it is featured.
3. Choose a payment method: card (Stripe), PayPal or bank transfer.
4. Pay on the secure page of the provider and return to the site.

5. The listing goes live, or waits for approval if the administrator approves listings manually.

Payment methods

Method What happens

Card The customer is sent to the hosted Stripe Checkout page. When back, the payment is verified

(Stripe) with Stripe and the listing is published.

PayPal The customer approves the payment at PayPal. When back, the money is captured and
checked.

Bank The page shows your bank details and a payment reference. The listing is published after the

transfer administrator marks the transfer as paid (Packages and transactions).
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Card data never touches your server. Amounts always come from the database, never from the
browser, and every payment is verified with the provider.

If the user cancels

Nothing is charged. The listing stays a draft and can be published later from My listings.

Payment history

o PHP CarRental Home OurCars Howitworks Locations  Contact N Q e + Post your car
Payments

o Alex Morgan

@ Dashboard

Standard » Pending
& My listings 8 Bank 19.99 USD Oct 30, 2026

# Postyour car
Featured

39.99 USD
O Booking requests ()
Messages Standard
- e 4 19.99 USD et 26, 2026
B My bookings
Starter ,
® Favorites Stripe 9.99 USD
B Payments R i
g 39.99 USD Oct 17, 2026
2= Profile
. Standard g
[+ Logout Paypa 19.99 USD

& PHP CarRental

The Payments page of the member area
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Adminlogin and dashboard

The admin panel is at /ADMIN/ of your website. It is the control center of your business
and uses the same design as the other scripts of the family.

Car Rental

The admin login page

Loggingin

e Open https://your-site.com/ADMIN/ and enter the username and password chosen during
installation.

e Sessions last twelve hours of inactivity.

o After eight wrong passwords from the same IP address, logins are blocked for fifteen minutes.
Every attempt is recorded in Login logs.
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The dashboard
& = & Home Search. o

Welcome Administrator,

»
4

Here is what is happening on yeu

- & 1 Panding bookings.
i
ko3
4
3 Visits in the last 14 days
200
g 180
160
0
120
100
8
&
40
L]
[
118 ]
Latest bookings
Code
CR-DEMDT
Tile
Active cars

Awaiting approval
Pending bookings
Website users
Revenue

New messages

car rental website,

129.00 $

Revenue

Awaiting approval

1© Nathing is waiting fer your approval

View all
Dates Total Status

Tesla Medel 3 Long Range Sam Taylor Nov 4, 2026 — Now 7, 2026 $267.00 Coatirmed

The admin dashboard

Meaning

Cars that are online now.

New listings from users waiting for you (Managing cars).

Booking requests that are not answered yet (Managing bookings).
Registered accounts (Website users).

Sum of paid listing payments (Packages and transactions).

Unread messages from the contact form (Messages and login logs).

Below the tiles you see a chart of page views and unique visitors for 14 days, the listings awaiting
approval and the latest bookings. Click any tile to open the related page.

Menu and top bar

Menu Contains Chapter
group
Home Dashboard, messages, login logs, my Messages and login logs
account
Cars All cars, bookings, reviews Managing cars, Managing bookings, Moderating
reviews
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Menu
group

Car
settings

Users
Payments

Website

Settings

Statistics

Admin
users

Contains

Car types, brands, features, extras,
locations, coupons

Website users
Payment settings, packages, transactions

Pages, news, FAQ, logo and colors

General, Al, e-mail, SEO, social media,
languages

Traffic report

Administrators, groups, permissions

PHP Car Rental User Manual

Chapter

Car types, brands and features, Extras, locations
and coupons

Website users
Payment settings, Packages and transactions

Pages and menu, News and FAQ, Logo, colors
and branding

General settings, Al settings

Traffic statistics

Administrators, groups and permissions

The search box in the top bar finds admin pages by name, so you can type "payment" or

"language" instead of browsing the menu. The arrow icon opens your website in a new tab.
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ADMIN PANEL
Messages and login logs

Two small pages under Home keep you informed: the inbox for visitor messages and the
log of administrator logins.

Messages
& = WA Messages o @ ﬂ )
L, ]
= Messages
=
i
]

LY

v

Messages from the contact form

e New messages show a dot before the name. The dashboard tile counts the unread ones.

e Click the pencil to open a message; it is marked as read. The page shows name, e-mail, phone,
subject, date, IP address and the text.

e Reply opens your mail program with the subject filled in.

e The trash icon deletes a message after confirmation.

Messages sent from the Contact the ownerform of a car page are not here; they go to the owner
of that car (Booking requests and messages).
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Loginlogs

& = #  Loginiogs
U Login logs

- Date

=

8 2026-10-30 18:10:25
it

— ~10-30 18:08:41
= 2026-10-30 18:08:48
& 2026-10-30 18:08:03
t 2026-10-30 18:07:18
= 2026-10-30 18:07:18
20 2026-10-30 18:04:30
o+ 2026-10-30 18:01:32

2026-10-30 18:00:24

2026-10-30 17:59:52

2026-10-30 17:58:36

Username

admin

admin

admin

tmpadmin

admin

admin

admin

admin

admin

admin

Result

Success

Success

Success

Success

Success

Success

Success

Success.

PHP Car Rental User Manual

Browser

The login log

Every login attempt is recorded: date and time, the username that was typed, IP address, result and

the browser. Repeated failures from an unknown address are a sign of a password-guessing attack;

the panel already blocks them, but you can also add a rule at server level.
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My account (password and language)

Each administrator manages their own password and interface language on one page.

¥

SR R—— (o) N - I

# My account

W » >

Panel language

English

Current password

& = 0 %

New password

£

Repeat the new password

be

v

Home, My account

1. Open Home — My account.

2. Choose the panel language (English or Spanish) - it applies at once and is remembered for your
user.

3. To change the password, enter the current password and the new one twice (at least six
characters).

4. Click Save.

If you imported the SQL dump, the password of the administrator is admin123. Change it before
the site is online.

To add or remove other administrators use Administrators, groups and permissions.
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ADMIN PANEL
Managing cars

Cars — All cars lists the cars of your company and the cars posted by users in one table.

¥

= &  Alcars Swarch .. ° (& E L]

L.
= All cars + Addacar

2
o m Active 12 Panding 0 Draft o Paused @ Expired 0 Rejected ©
=
=

car Owner Price Status Views Expiras
)
] - Mazda MX-5 Roadster Alex Morgan se9 Aetive 787 - LRI -OR 46 |
4
=+

n Topoa v s saz - = 5@ #n
n _‘_’_f'":f"’j?ﬁ_"f‘__‘_““{“_"""“‘“ s99 Active i = LTS = B |
E T s139 Aetive 530 - n s 2 0
ﬂ ey Wrangler Rebilom # Alex Morgan $109 Active 398 - ns B 2N

n .\.fIDTIzIWIg.e!Ifﬂ.“! Company $45 Active 740 - n s B2 20
n fla.souwmwla $34 Active 490 - N #| & e

The list of all cars

Status tabs and search

Tabs show the number of cars in each status: all, active, pending, draft, paused, expired and rejected.
The search box looks in the title, model, owner name and owner e-mail.

Actionicons
Icon Action Details
Check Approve For pending cars. The car goes active; user listings get their expiry date; the
owner receives an e-mail.
X Reject The owner is e-mailed and can edit and resubmit.
Pause / Pause or Hides or shows a car.
Play activate
Bolt Feature Toggles the featured badge and top positions.
Arrow View on Opens the public page.
website
Pencil Edit Opens The car editor.
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Icon Action Details

Trash Delete Removes the car with its photos, reviews and favorites. Existing bookings are
kept for your records.

= w> A o N - I

#
@ All cars + Add acar

N T =1 T CTD) C°°1
=
= QU Search by title, mogdel or owr m
=

(- Ow Pric tat w Exp
ah

0

Be

Filtered by status

Approving user listings

If Publish listings automatically is off (Payment settings), new user listings arrive as Pending. Pending
cars are shown first, the dashboard counts them and you decide with one click.

Cars with no owner are your own company cars. Users never see or edit them.
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ADMIN PANEL
The car editor

The editor has everything the owner form has, plus the extra controls only an
administrator needs: owner, status, expiry and seasonal prices.

= &  Add/ editcar Swarch o <] ﬂ o
L.
& Edit car €2 View on the websita
=3
= e
= = Car details © Publishing
) s
- Titke (*) Status
— BMW XS xDrive40i Active
=
& Brand Model Owner
MW v X Alex Morgan - owner@exampie.com v
bed
Cartype Pick-up location Expires
-4
suv - Los Angeles Alrport [LAX) {Los Angeles) ~ mim/aa/ yyyy a
2o E
Year Transmission Fuel Celor
= 2022 Automatic v el v [ Featured listing
Seats Doors Bags HNumber of identical cars “
5 5 5 1

E3 Photos

izt ﬂ n ﬂ
RSP I e (g ey T

# Al assistant
# Generats description with Al
N GiF_ The first photo (s

BIU E= L

Spacious, pawerful and refined. The X3 is the perfect ravel companion for families and business trips alike, with 8 luxuriows Interlar and & commanding view of the road.

Car details on the left, publishing and photos on the right

Main column

e Car details: title, brand, model, type, location, year, gearbox, fuel, color, seats, doors, bags,
number of identical cars.

¢ Description: a rich text editor. The Al assistant field and Generate description with Al button write
a description from the data above (Al settings).

e Features: tick the equipment.

e Prices: price per day, deposit, discounts for 7+ and 30+ days, minimum days, kilometers per day
and minimum driver age.
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= Features

# Air conditioning | | ¥ GPS navigation 41 Bluetooth audio ¥ USE charger a 255:-:;1:‘1?’ 1 @ Cruise control
O Parking sensors B Rear camera | A& Leather seats | . O Heated seats | ® Sunroof | & Four-whesl deive
B % Child seat ready
W Prices
Price per day (*) Deposit Discount for 7+ days (%) Discount for 30+ days (%)
ma.00 500,00 ] 20
Minimum days Kilometers per day Minimum driver age

1 250 Fal

Seasonal prices
The daily price for the selected dates replaces the normsi p

+ Ackd & season

Description, features and prices

Seasonal prices

Click Add a season, choose the first and last date and the price per day. For those dates the seasonal
price replaces the normal price in every quote (Live pricing). Remove a row with the trash icon and
save.

Side column
Field Use
Status Draft, pending, active, paused, rejected or expired.
Owner Choose a website user or "Company" for your own cars.
Expires Date after which a user car is hidden. Empty means never.
Featured Shows the badge and ranks the car first.
listing
Photos Upload several at once (up to 30). The star makes a photo the main one, the trash deletes
it.

Photos are resized and converted to JPEG; thumbnails are generated for lists. The first photo is
used on cards and in search results.
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Managing bookings

Cars — Bookings shows every request, from your own cars and from users' cars.

=« s o N - I
i Bookings
&
m Pending 1 Confirmed 1 Completed 1 Rejected 0 Cancelled 0
=
=

3
o]
1
4

=

Code ca Customer Dates Total Status
L
o _‘:E'P_E“cﬂ Tesla Model 3 Long Range ?:m Tﬂ_‘i?r‘ o N’D: '_1‘ 2023~ Nov 7 2028 $267.00 Confirmed o W
@ cr-DEMOz R SomTaor Now 11,2026 — Now 14, 2026 s — B ) (%)
.
- =

CR:DEMOS Fiat 500 Dolce Vita Samlopor ov 22020 -+ Now 2026 $102.00 Complsted o
(cd

The bookings list

The list

Search by code, customer or car, or click a status tab. Pending bookings show quick confirm and
reject buttons. The eye icon opens the details and the trash icon deletes a booking.
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Booking details

d T o a
# Booking

= CR-DEMOT  Contimes £ Customer
a2

Car Tesla Model 3 Long Range Mame Sam Taylor
- k Nov 4, 2026 10:00 - Manhattan Downtown E-mai demo@example.com
ah tur Nov 7, 2026 - Manhattan Downtown Fhone +15550101
a days 3

Rental price $267.00
> Change status

Total $267.00
20 Panding Compietad

Jeposit $250.00
e Rejected Cancelied

Details of one booking

e Car, pick-up and return date, locations, number of days, price breakdown with extras and coupon,
total and deposit, and the customer's notes.

e Customer name, e-mail (clickable) and phone.
e The Change status buttons set pending, confirmed, completed, rejected or cancelled.

The customer is e-mailed automatically when a booking becomes confirmed, rejected or
cancelled. Pending and confirmed bookings block the car for those dates.
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ADMIN PANEL
Moderating reviews

Reviews written by logged-in users appear here. Approved reviews are shown on the car
page and the home page.

$

= #  Reviews Search . o

24
[

¥ Reviews
=3
Authar Car Rating Comment Status
=
x> Maria G. "
o e Tesla Model 3LongRange sk wws Perfect car, spotiess and the pick-up took five minutes. Will rent again! Approved a W
= Daniel K. Booked for & weekend trip and everything was th, g
& tri ything was smooth. Highly
Oet28 2026 Porsche 9 Carera =000 kkwww TecOmmBded, Approved [ |
[
o o "_,“;'q( BMW XS xDrived0i e Fantacic xpariance, 10 ownar was super frendly and tho ca drova ke a i o (w
b Emma W.
Rt Fiat500Dokcevita ok kk# The best rental experience | had, Transparent price, no Surprises Approved @ "
.
- Sofial. '
R Mercedas-Benz C-Class Sedan ok Great value for the price. Only small thing: the navigation could be updated, Approved @ W
et 23, 2026
(cd
Lucas R.
Oct 22, 2026 Valkswagen Galf 8 ek Comfertatie and clean. Easy return process. Appeoved w o
Daniel K. Booked for a weekend trip and everything was smooth. Highly
Porsche @liCarrera 0 kkk prisiiat iy Approved @ W
Maria G. ) . N
Ot 18, 2026 Jeap Wrangler Rublcen — wwwas Parfact car, spotiess and the pick-up took five minutes. Wil rent again! Appevvae @ §
i Fiat 500 Dolce Vita e The Dest rantal expersence | hat, TEARSParent price, no Surprises ps— a W
J&mﬂl’ NEEASCERERET 000 rwweEe ;;a:;amsn: experience, the awner was super friendly and the car drove like a o @ W
Oct 6, 2026
IR ﬁ‘,, Volkswagen Golf 8 *www Cemfortable and clean. Easy return process. Approved @ W
Oct 4, 2026 E
Sofia L. . "
sl Valkswagen Multiven 7 seats EhxE Great value for the price, Only small thing: the navigation could be updated. Approved [N |

Cars, Reviews

e Waiting reviews are listed first with a yellow label.

e Check approves a review; eye-slash hides an approved one; trash deletes it.

e The average rating and the review count of the car are recalculated after each change.
e To publish every review at once, untick New reviews need approval in General settings.
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Car types, brands and features

Three small lists define how cars are classified. They appear in the search filters, on the
car forms and on the home page.

d T o e
]
= Cartypes + Agd new

&
= MName Icon Sort order Active Actions
4t Economy & 1a-consice 1 ] Fa |
- suv o fa-ruck-pickup 2 e s W
i

Lusury L “ 3 (-] a0 |
ke
e Convertible 2 ta-wind 4 (-] P |
20 Electric $ fa-bon 5 ] |
[+

Van & Minivan @ fa-van-shutt 6 (-] PR |

Sports [ fa-flag-checker 7 (-] P |

Car settings, Car types

Each type has a Font Awesome icon (for example fa-car-side), a sort order, an active switch and a
name in every language. Click the pencil to open the form with one tab per language.
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d e o ¢ 0
L]
* cartypes

=
=
i Icon (Font Aweseme name, e.g. fa-car)
=

fa-truck-pickup
=

Sart order
L 2
o @ wcive
ke 03 Translations
L3
a0 English Espaiiol
=+
Name [EN)

B

The form with a name field per language

Brands

& P o) = 5
#
R
=]
= Mame Active Actions
L Audi e 7 G
=
BMW L] P
ah
Fiat (-] P |
bed
e Ford -] Pl |
20 Hyundal ] /s &
=+
Jeep [ -] P |
Kia L] Pl |
Mazda -] P
Mercedes-Benz -] S w
Nigsan -] A |
Peugeot -] Falh |
Porsche [-] )
Renault (-] /B

Car settings, Brands

Brands have a single name and an active switch (brand names are the same in all languages).
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& = A Feawres Sarch. (o] c Bl o
L, ]
= Features
-
= Mame lcon Sort order Active Actions
L Air conditioning 2 ta-snowtlake 1 ] V|
=
GPS navigation f fa-location-arrow 2 -] ol |
i
Bluetooth audio LA fa-music 3 -] Fa |
bed
e USB charger ¥ fa-pluc 4 -] s 8
20 Apple CarPlay | Android Auta o | PE—— 5 [] P
=+
Crulse control @ fa-gauge-high & [-] Pl |
Parking sensors B ta-square-parking 7 [ /s ®
Rear camera W f-viceo 8 L] P
Leather seats B 1a-chair ] [-] P |
Heated seats O fa-fire 0 -] A |
Sunroof B fasur ul (-] Pl |
Four-wheel drive & fa toartain 12 [-] Fal |
Child seat ready & fa-baby 13 [-] Al |

Car settings, Features

Equipment such as air conditioning, GPS, sunroof or child-seat readiness. Choose an icon, a sort
order and a translated name. Owners tick these on the car form and visitors filter by them.

Deleting a type or brand does not delete cars; the cars simply have no type or brand afterwards.
Use the active switch to hide an item instead of deleting it.

The icon names come from Font Awesome 6 Free. Use the name of a "solid" icon, for example fa-

snowflake .
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ADMIN PANEL
Extras, locations and coupons

Extras, locations and coupons increase revenue per booking and make the offer flexible.

d R o N -
]
© Extras + Add new

=
= Name Price Price type Active Actions
4 GPS device 700 Per day -] P |
=

Child seat 6.00 Per day -] |
i

Additional driver 8.00 Per day Q a0 |
o
= Fullinsurance (zero excess) 14.00 Per day (-] P |
20 Wi-Fi hotspot 5.00 Per day L] P |
[+

Airport delivery 25.00 Fixed price (-] Fa |

Car settings, Extras

Each extra has an icon, a translated name, a price and a price type: per day (child seat, GPS,
additional driver) or fixed (airport delivery). Extras apply to all cars and are chosen in the booking box.
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Locations
& E— = o) 5 "
.
9 Locatons

-
= Name City Country Active Actions
af Manhattan Downtown Mew York usa (-] P
=

Los Angeles Airport (LAX) Los Angeles usa -] P |
h

Miami Beach Station Miami usAa [ -] Fa |
ko3
I El Prat Airport Barcelona Spain (-] P |
20 Berlin Central Statlon Beriin Germary -] P |
=+

Heathrow Alrport London United Kingdom Q Fa |

Car settings, Locations

Name, city, country and address of every pick-up and drop-off place. The city is shown on the home
page cards, in the locations page and in the search filter. Each car has one pick-up location; the
customer can choose another drop-off place.
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Coupons

& —

= #  Coupons

=] Coupons

it

Code

»
4

SAVE2S

WELCOME10

& = 0

e

Field
Code

Discount type and
value

Valid from / until

Usage limit

Active

Discount Valid until Used

25.00 o]

0% a

Car settings, Coupons

Meaning

PHP Car Rental User Manual

+ Add new
Active Actions
L] il
] ol |

Entered by the customer. Saved in capital letters, for example SUMMER16 .

Percent of the rental price or a fixed amount.

Optional dates.

Maximum number of bookings; O means unlimited. The list shows how many times it

was used.

Switch off to stop a campaign.
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Website users
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Users — Website users lists everyone who registered on your site. These are not

administrators (Administrators, groups and permissions).

$

= & Website users

22 Website users

» >

Q Search by name, e-m:

L

"
"

Name Phone

" Me?« N’It.:-n.;an 3 N ) +1555 0100

o = 0

34 SamTaylor +1555 0101

£

Be

The users list

e Search by name, e-mail, phone or company.

Registered

Oct 30, 2026

Oct 30, 2026

e The columns show how many cars and bookings each user has.

e Block prevents login; unblock restores access.

- K
Stat

Active e /2 0
ctive e 7 0

e Edit changes name, e-mail, phone, company and city, and can set a new password.

e Delete removes the user and all of their cars with photos. Use with care.

To give a user's car to your company, open the car in The car editor and set the owner to

Company before deleting the user.
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Payment settings

Payments let you earn money from car owners who post on your platform. All settings
are on one page with four tabs.

& = #  Payment settings Swearch o [c] ﬂ (V]
#
== Payment settings

=
= e migetics & Paid listings
2 & Paid listings
- Decide If users have o pay to publish their cars, and how listings are approved
= I Charge for publishing cars
& P FayPal When enabled, users choose a package [Ad F Packag 4 b [
] i Publish listings automatically
2 Days online (free listings)
=+ - W T

Maximum photos

Currency code

Currency symbol

H
Symbol position
A s-
Payments, Payment settings
Tab: Paid listings
Setting What it does
Charge for publishing cars On: users choose a package and pay before the car goes live. Off: publishing
is free.
Publish listings Off: every new listing waits for your approval in Managing cars.
automatically
Days online (free listings) How long a free listing stays online.
Maximum photos Photos allowed when no package is chosen.
Currency code ISO code used by Stripe and PayPal: USD, EUR, GBP ...
Currency symbol and How prices look on the website: $50 or 50 €.
position
Tab: Stripe

1. In your Stripe dashboard open Developers — API keys and copy the secret key (sk_...).

2. Paste it here, set the mode and tick Accept payments with Stripe.
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3. Recommended: add a webhook in Developers — Webhooks pointing to https://your-
site.com/include/stripe_webhook.php with the event checkout.session.completed, and paste its
signing secret (whsec_...) here.

Customers pay on the hosted Stripe Checkout page, so card numbers never reach your server. The
return page and the webhook both verify the payment with Stripe.

Tab: PayPal

1. Create a REST app on developer.paypal.com and copy the Client ID and Secret.
2. Choose Sandbox for tests or Live, paste the keys and tick Accept payments with PayPal.

The script uses the PayPal Orders v2 API. When the customer returns, the order is captured and the
amount and currency are checked before the listing is published.

Tab: Bank transfer

Enter the account holder, bank name, IBAN or account number and instructions. They are displayed to
the user after choosing this method. The payment stays pending until you mark it as paid (Packages
and transactions).

Saved secret keys are never shown again. Leave a key field empty to keep the stored value. Test
with Stripe test keys or PayPal Sandbox before switching to live.

Use HTTPS on your website when you accept payments.
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Packages and transactions

Packages are what users buy; transactions are the record of what they paid.

Packages
& = #  Packages
]

A % Packages

it

Name

Starter

Standard

o » 0

Featured

oI

v

Field

Name, description
Price

Duration
Maximum photos
Featured listing

Sort order, active

Price

988 UsSD

19.99 USD

39.99 USD

o [c] ﬂ 1]
+ Add new
Duration Maximum photos Featured Active Actions
30 days ] -] r
60 days 10 (-] |
60 days 15 [ ] P

Payments, Packages

Meaning

Shown on the checkout page.

In the currency set in Payment settings. Price O creates a free package.
Days the listing stays online.

Photo limit for the listing.

The car gets the featured badge and appears first.

Order on the checkout page and visibility.

Three sample packages (Starter, Standard, Featured) are installed with the demo data.
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Transactions

= & Transactions Search . o [ [0}

1.3
[ Transactions
a
o Panding Paid Failed Refunded Total received: 129.00 USD
=
. Description Mathod Amount Date Status
4!
= 8 _h!e’_‘..M?rgin_ - .sffmf,m_i —— Bank 19.99 USD Oct 30, 2026 07:55 Pansing v x|l ®
i Alex Morgan Featured Stripe
L i e i s 39.99USD Oct 29, 2026 O7:55 paid ERIE |
L]
4 AIETEMOIGIR Sthaderd. RRA 19.99 USD Oct 26, 2026 07:55 pad 5w
v owner@example.con ercedes-Benz &-Class Sedar CEESAC54DSBOBI00A
20 5 A!'_?"._M.o"gi" A f‘;‘lf‘r_‘e:'_ il s Sipe R 9.95 USD Oct 22, 2026 67:55 Paid CRE |
[‘ Alex Morgan Featurad Stripe
8 R, s i i 39.99USD Oct 17, 2026 07:55 paid M
7 NexMormh, S PR 19.99 USD Oct 11, 2026 07:55 paid o ®

Payments, Transactions

e Tabs filter by status: pending, paid, failed, refunded. The total received is shown on the right.

e Columns show the user, package, method (Stripe, PayPal, bank), provider reference, amount and
date.

e Mark as paid (check icon) confirms a bank transfer. The car is published (or goes to pending
approval) and the user gets a receipt e-mail.

e Mark as failed closes a payment that will not arrive.

e Mark as refunded pauses the car; return the money from your Stripe, PayPal or bank account,
because refunds are not sent automatically.
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Pages and menu
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Every item of the website menu is a page. A page can be plain text, a module (like the car

search) or both.

= #& Pages
L.
B Pages

=
= Title: Address [URL) Module
o Home  Hom oy & home
=

Our Cars cars ¢ cars
i

How it works how-it-works Text page
b Locations Iocations & Iocations
.
- Contact  contact  contact
(cd

About us about-us. Text page

FAQ fag & faq

News news. o news

Terms & Conditions terms Text page

Privacy Policy privacy Taxt page

The pages list

Menu

Main menu
Main menu
Main menu
Main menu
Main menu
Footer menu
Footer menu
Footer menu
Footer menu

Footer menu

Website, Pages

Order

BActive

e The arrows change the order, the eye shows or hides a page, the pencil edits, the trash deletes

(the home page cannot be deleted).

e The Menu column tells if a page is in the main menu or the footer menu.
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The page editor

Edit a page
= &  Editpage Search.
B Edit page
=
English Espanol
. 3 Title (EN) Address (URL) (EN)
- How it works how-it-warks
=1
Meta title Meta description
ah
How it works
Content
4 =
Normal s
cie BIU® E= L
20
Renting a car in three simple steps
+ 1. Search. Chocse your pick-up place and dates, of simply describe your trip to our Al assistant.
2. Book. Pick the car you like, add the extras you need and sand your booking request. You see the final price before you confirm.
3. Drive. Collect the keys at the agreed piace and enjoy the road. Free cancelistion is available on most cars.
Have a car to rent out?
Creste 8 BCCOUNT, POST YOUT CAF in 8 few MINUIES (our Al Can wiile the dascription for you) &nd Stan earning money.

Title, address (URL), meta
title, meta description

Content

Module

Parent page
Order

Active / Footer menu / Home

page

Position in the menu.

Rich text. It is shown above the module (if any).

Visibility, menu position and the page shown first.

PHP Car Rental User Manual

2 Page settings
Maodule

Taxt page v
A module adds functionalty below the text
Parent page

v

Order

3
Active

~| Footer menu

| Home page

One set per language tab. The address is created from the title if empty.
These fields control the SEO of the page (SEO, tracking and social media).

Adds functionality below the text: cars, contact, faq, news, locations, home ...
(the files in extensions/ ).

Makes the page a drop-down item under another page.

To add a landing page for advertising, create a text page, put it in the footer menu (low priority)
and link to it from your campaigns. Pages that are not active cannot be opened at all.
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Fresh content helps visitors and search engines. News and FAQ are managed from the

Website menu.

& = A News
L.
& News

-
=
L 5 tips for your first road trip abroad
=

Electric cars: is renting the best way to try one?
i

List your car and earn money while it sits idle
ke

LY

v

Date

Oct 28, 2026

Oct 22, 2026

Oct 16, 2026

Website, News

-

Add an article with the button at the top. Each language tab has a title, an address (URL), a short
summary shown on the cards and the full text in the rich text editor. Set the date and the active switch

on the right.
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P

= #  Editarticie Search . o @ LU}

.
 Edit article
=]
= o & Publishing
English Espafiol
L Title (EN) Date
—_ 5 tips for your first road trip abroad 10/ 28/2026 o
=
Address (URL)
e B3 Active
Summary
B:: P
lanning 3 road trip? These simpla tips will help you save money and avoid surprises on tha road.
2o
Content
=+

BIUS E= &

Driving abroad is 3 fantastic way to discover naw places. Before you leave, check the local traffic rules, make sure your driving licance is accepted and always read tha fusl palicy of your rental
©hoose a car with enough luggage space, downicad offlive maps and plan breaks every two hours. Most importanty: enjoy the journey!

The article editor

FAQ

¥

= a a0 Search.. e @ ®

#
om0

-
= Question Sort order Active Actions
ot What do | need to rent a car? 1 (-] 2 N
=

Can | cancel my booking? 2 -] ol |
i

Is there a security deposit? 3 [-] P |
bed
= Can | pick up and return the car in different places? 4 L 7§
20 How can | list my own car? 5 -] Fa |
=+

Website, FAQ

Each FAQ item has a question and an answer in every language, a sort order and an active switch.
The questions are shown as an accordion on the FAQ page.
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Write answers to the real questions customers ask by e-mail. They are also good for search
engines.
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Logo, colors and branding

The whole template follows a few settings, so a complete redesign takes minutes and

needs no code.

PHP Car Rental User Manual

= #&  Logo&colors (] ﬂ (V]
L.
@ Logo & colors
=
= = Website identity & Colors and style
.I;: Website name Tagline Main color
PHP Car Rental Rent the perfect car, anywhers Bl conees
=
Logo (PNG with tra best Favicon Dark color
i
(ihu_se_hl_e_ Na file chosen __C!‘O!l_u_s_nﬁl_e_ No file chosen - #OD1437
bed
Accent color (buttons)
"
= Bl #seeon
. # Home page
-0 Footer color
29 Home page title ifirst part of the headiing, leave empty for the default) Bl oo
Corner radius
Heme page subtitle [
Font (name of a Google Font, empty =
Home page background photo (aptional, wide photo; empty = gradient) default)
Choosa File | No file chosan
Website, Logo & colors
Setting Effect

Website name and tagline Shown in the header (when no logo image), the footer and the page titles.

Logo PNG with a transparent background looks best. Replaces the text logo in the
header and footer.

Favicon The small icon in the browser tab.

Home page title and Replace the headline and subtitle of the hero. Leave empty for the default texts.
subtitle

Home page background A wide photo behind the hero. Empty shows the gradient.

photo

Main color Buttons, links, icons and highlights.

Dark color Hero, page banners and the footer base.

Accent color Call-to-action buttons.

Footer color Background of the footer.

Corner radius Square, soft, rounded or very rounded corners.

Font The name of any Google Font, for example Poppins . Empty uses the default.
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Tick Delete the current image next to the logo, favicon or hero photo and save to remove it.
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Settings — General settings holds the options that affect the whole site, in three tabs.

o -

Contact data and basic options of the website

221 Park Avenwa, New York, NY 10022

= &  Generalsettings
L.
o 2
2= General settings
=
- Configuration
= & General
. & General ']
22
-
= Company hame
PHE Car Rantal
[
Contact e-mall
bed
infognatartmadia,nat
-4
5 Notification e-mail
info@netartmadia net
(cd
Phone
+1{555) 010-2030
Address
Timezone
utc
Date farmat
Jan 5, 20268
.
Tab: General
Setting

Company name, phone, address
Contact e-mail

Notification e-mail

Timezone

Date format

Tab: Rentals &listings

Setting

Cars per page

Users can post their own cars
Customers must log in to book

New reviews need approval

Settings, General settings

Meaning

Shown in the footer and on the contact page.

Shown on the website; messages from the contact form are sent here.
You receive booking, payment and system notices here.

Used for dates and times.

How dates are displayed.

Meaning

Results per page in search.

Turns the post-your-car features on or off.
Disables guest bookings.

Moderation switch (Moderating reviews).
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Tab: Website
Setting Meaning
SEO friendly URLs Addresses like /car-bmw-x5-2 instead of index.php?mod=car&id=2. Needs Apache
mod_rewrite and the included .htaccess file.
Show the Home link in Hides or shows the first menu item.
the menu
Maintenance mode Visitors see a "We will be back soon" page with a 503 status. You can still browse

the site while logged in to the admin panel.

If the site shows "not found" after enabling SEO friendly URLs, your server does not read the
.htaccess file. Disable the option again and ask your host to enable AllowOverride All and

mod_rewrite.
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ADMIN PANEL
Al settings

Al is optional and controlled from one page. Groq, DeepSeek and ChatGPT use the same
OpenAl-compatible API, so switching provider only needs a different key.

adl - — o c BB o
#
# Al settings
=
= Configuration
= 2 & Al provider
2 @ Al provider
- Grog, DeapSeek and ChatGPT use the same API formal. Cheose the provider and paste your API key.
- © Alfeatures
=
Enable Al features
& Master switch far all Al features
0 Al provider
Grog v

-4

APl key
2o
g :

Model

Leave empty to use the default. Dafaults: Grog: Nama-3,3-70b-versatle - DespSesk: despseek-chat - ChalGRT (DpenAll: gpt-do-mini

APl address [optional)

pa
a s:
¥ Test the connection
ve the setings firs, then test that the Al answer
4 Tact Bl rrnnarctinn
Settings, Al settings
Configure

1. Open Settings — Al settings.

. Tick Enable Al features (the master switch).

. Choose the Al provider.

. Paste the APl key. Get one at console.grog.com, platform.deepseek.com or platform.openai.com.

a b~ W N

. Optional: enter a model name. Empty uses the default of the provider (Grog: 1lama-3.3-70b-
versatile, DeepSeek: deepseek-chat, OpenAl: gpt-4o-mini ).

6. On the A/ features tab choose where Al is used and save.

7. Click Test Al connection at the bottom. A green check means it works.

Feature Where it appears

Listing generator Post a car form for users (Al listing generator) and the car editor (The car editor).

Al search The Al assistant tab on the home page (Al car search).

Other providers

Any service with an OpenAl-compatible /chat/completions endpoint can be used: enter its base
address (for example https://api.example.com/v1) in AP/ address and its model name.
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The key is stored in the database and is never shown again after saving. Usage is limited per
visitor and per IP address. Monitor your usage in the dashboard of your provider.
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E-mail and SMTP

The script sends e-mails for bookings, registrations, password resets, messages and
payments. Good delivery needs a correct sender and, ideally, SMTP.

¥

= A Email Search o = ﬂ ”
ﬁ
E-mail

=
= Configuration
= g <4 Sender

. 4 Ssender
" Name and address used for all e-mails sent by the website.
- = sMTP
L Sender name
& PHP Car Rantal
0 Sender e-mail

info@netartmedia nat
4
20
B ss
(cd
Settings, E-mail

Enter the sender name and an address on your own domain, for example bookings@your-site.com.

SMTP

1. Copy PHPMailer ( PHPMailer.php, SMTP.php, Exception.php) to include/php-mailer/.

2. Tick Send e-mails through an SMTP server.

3. Enter server, port, security (SSL or TLS), username and password from your mail provider.
4. Save and send a test: register a new user or submit the contact form.

Without SMTP the PHP mail() function of your server is used. This is fine for tests, but messages
from it often land in spam.
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SEO, tracking and social media

Help search engines understand your site and measure what works.

SEO and tracking

¥

» >

@ SEO & tracking

Configuration

it

Q, sE0
Q sEO

Text shown by search engines when a page has no own descriptior
@ Tracking
Default meta description

<[> Custom cade Rent cars onling: compare prices, choose from hundreds of vehicles and book in minutes.

K &« = 0

Be
o

v

Settings, SEO & tracking

Setting Use
Default meta description Used by search engines when a page has no description of its own.

Google Analytics ID For example G-xxxxxxxxxx . The tracking script is added to every page.

Facebook Pixel ID Adds the Pixel base code.

Code in the head / before </body> Any HTML or JavaScript, for example a chat widget or a verification tag.

Per page titles and descriptions are set in the page form (Pages and menu). Car pages create their
own title and description from the car data.
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Social media

& = #  Social media
= Social media

- Configuration

=

st = Social profiles

-

=

ah

bed

4

2o

= Social profiles

Il In the links to show the lcons In the footer

Facebook
:I(;wi:ren
Instagram
et
YouTube

TikTok

Pinterest

Settings, Social media

PHP Car Rental User Manual

4
(.

Enter the addresses of your Facebook, X (Twitter), Instagram, LinkedIn, YouTube, TikTok and Pinterest
profiles. Icons for the filled ones appear in the footer.

Enable SEO friendly URLs (General settings) and submit your website in Google Search Console

for the best results.
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ADMIN PANEL
Languages

English and Spanish are included. Adding another language takes a few minutes plus the
time to translate.

= & Languages e @ ﬂ -

#
Languages

=
= Show the language switcher on the website
L
i
= Cade Language ctauin
wh EN English languages/an Detaun o
-] -

ES Espafiol languages/as pho ] * @ u

£

+ Add a language

g-

T

Settings, Languages

Add alanguage

1. Enter a two-letter code (for example de) and the name (Deutsch) and click Add.

2. The file languages/de.php is created as a copy of the English file. Open it and translate the values
(the text after =>); never change the keys.

3. For the admin panel, copy ADMIN/en.php t0 ADMIN/de.php and add the code to the panel language
list in ADMIN/home/password.php if you want it.

4. Translate your pages, news, FAQ, car types, features and extras: each form now has a tab for the
new language.

Options
¢ Show the language switcher turns the multi-language mode on or off.

e The star makes a language the default (used when the visitor has not chosen one).

¢ The eye hides a language; the trash deletes it with all of its translations (English cannot be
deleted).

Any missing text falls back to English, so you can publish a language before it is fully translated.
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ADMIN PANEL
Traffic statistics

You do not need an external service to see how many people visit your site. The script
logs every page view (bots excluded) and shows it in the admin.

a = &  Traffic report Search ... o [c] B 1]
1.2
|~ Traffic report

=

- T o B

u 1,849 994 61.6

- Page views Unigue visitors aws per day

‘i‘ 200

o -

e -

-+ 2
Nanalalina hhvk hkka. hithhhk hil: II I II I hkkiln
Most visited pages Referring websites
home 87 GOOGIE.Com 359
cars 490 Instagram.com 03
car 381 facebook.com o2
how-it-works 77 bing.com 7
contact 73 tripadvisor.com 50

Statistics, Traffic report

e Choose 7, 30 or 90 days with the tabs.

e Three numbers: page views, unique visitors and average views per day.

e A bar chart per day.

e Tables: most visited pages, referring websites, devices (desktop, mobile, tablet) and browsers.

The statistics show only the data collected by this script. Use Google Analytics in addition if you
need campaign reports. IP addresses are stored; mention this in your privacy policy.
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ADMIN PANEL
Administrators, groups and permissions

Your staff do not need full access. Create groups, give each group only the permissions
it needs, and assign administrators to groups.

Administrators
L] = )
= #  Adminusers e @ ®
L.
2o Admin users
-
= Username Name E-mail Group Last login Active Actions
o admin Administrator info@netartmedia.net Super Administrator 2026-10-30 18:10:25 -] Fam |
=
i
b

LY

v

Admin users, Admin users

Add an administrator with username, name, e-mail, password, group and the active switch. You
cannot delete your own account, change your own group or delete the last Super Administrator.
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& = &  Groups Search .. o <] E U}
L, ]

25 Groups.
-
= Name Description Users Actions
L Super Administrator  permssions Full access 1 VAl |
=

Fleet Manager # permissions Cars, bookings and reviews a ol |
ah

Content Editor  # permissians Pages, news and FAQ '] A |
bed
4
2o

v

Admin users, Groups

Three groups exist after the installation: Super Administrator (everything), Fleet Manager (cars,
bookings, reviews, catalogue, coupons) and Content Editor (pages, news, FAQ, branding, SEO). Add
your own groups with the button at the top.
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Permissions
& = & Permissions Searcn. @ @ 0
#
» Permissions
=
=
af Dashboard basic access | | & Messages view.r | Loginlags view logs | @ carlistings manage cars | | @ sockings manage_ bockings
= Categories,
Reviews manage_reviews @ features, locations, mansas_car_settings Coupons manage_copar | Website users menzge users () Payments ma
extras

ah
ﬁ Listing packages manage_packoses Pages manage_pages News manage_nes 1 FAQ manage_fag Logo & colors manag

Configuration options manage seitings () Alsettings manage =i (7] SEO & tracking s | Socialmedia manags_socia Languages manage_languages
4

Statisties view statistics ) Admin users manage admins (71 Groups & permissions manage roies
20
o+ m

Admin users, Permissions

Choose a group in the tabs and tick what it may open: cars, bookings, reviews, car settings, coupons,
users, payments, packages, pages, news, FAQ, logo and colors, settings, Al, SEO, social media,
languages, statistics and so on. The Super Administrator group always has everything. Every
administrator can open the dashboard.

Pages the group cannot open are hidden from the menu and return "403 Forbidden" if typed in
the address bar.
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Customizing the template

PHP Car Rental User Manual

The template is plain HTML and CSS. You can change it with any text editor and no build

tools.

Where the template is

templates/modern/template.html is the page frame (header, menu, footer). Styles are in

assets/css/style.css and scripts in assets/js/app.js. The content of each page is inserted at <site

content/>.

Template tags

Tag
<site
<site
<site
<site

<site

<site

<site

logo/>

menu/>, <site mobile_menu/>, <site footer_menu/>
user_menu/>

languages_menu/>, <site current_lang/>

title/>, <site description/>, <site robots/>,

og_image/>

contact_phone/>, contact_email, contact_address,

company_name , tagline

<site

<site

<site

social_media/>
post_car_url/>, <site home_url/>

content/>

{{text_key}}

Colors and spacing

The top of style.css defines CSS variables ( --primary,

Replaced with

Logo (image or text with icon).

Menu links from the Pages list.

Login link or the user drop-down.
Language switcher and the current code.

SEO values of the current page.

Values from the settings.

Social icons.
Frequently used addresses.
The page content.

An interface text of the current language from
languages/xx.php .

...). The

--secondary, --accent, --radius

values are overridden by the branding settings (Logo, colors and branding), so edit the CSS only for
structural changes.

Create a new theme

1. Copy templates/modern tO templates/mytheme and edit the files.

2. Set the theme name in the database: UPDATE carrental settings SET setting value='mytheme'

WHERE setting_key='active_theme'; .

3. Reload the website.
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Custom tags

Atag <site banner/> inthe template runs extensions/banner_tag.php and inserts its output. This is a
simple way to add dynamic blocks such as a list of the newest cars.

Change interface texts such as the hero headline in languages/en.php: find the key (for example
hero_title_a) and edit the value.

89



PHP Car Rental User Manual

CUSTOMIZING & TECHNICAL
Adding modules and admin pages

The script is meant to be edited. Adding a module or an admin page takes one file.

A new website module

1. Create extensions/my_module.php . Print the HTML you want; it is placed in the template.
2. Open it with index.php?mod=my_module , or attach it to a page in Pages and menu (field Module).

3. Set $pageData['title'], $pageData['subtitle’'], $pageData[ 'meta_description'] inside the file to
control the title banner and the SEO.

<?php

if (!defined('IN_CMS')) die('');

$pageData[ 'title'] = 'Special offers’;

$cars = new CarModel($database);

foreach ($cars->featured(3) as $car) {
echo render_car_card($car);

}

Inside a module these variables are available: $database, $DBprefix, $website (currentlanguage and
settings) and $pageData. Useful helpers: setting(), _ (), e(), money(), mod_link(), car_link(),
csrf_field(), send_mail() .

A new admin page

1. Create ADMIN/<category>/<action>.php.
2. Add it to ADMIN/pages_structure.php with a label and a permission slug.

3. Add the permission to the admin_permissions table so you can give it to groups (Administrators,
groups and permissions).

In an admin page, $admin is the Ul object (ui_title(), ui_table(), ui_form(), show_pagination())
and $database the database. Two helpers save a lot of code: admin_crud() builds a complete list +
add/edit/delete screen from a small configuration, and admin_settings_form() builds a tabbed
settings page. See ADMIN/car_settings/brands.php (14 lines) and ADMIN/settings/mail.php for
examples.

Every POST form in the admin gets a security token automatically; in your own front end forms
add <?= csrf_field() ?> and check it with csrf_check() .

Database access

Use the class DatabasePDO: $database->Query($sql, $params) with prepared parameters,
DataArray(), SQLCount_Query() and others. Table names carry the prefix from config.php.
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Security

Security is built into the code. This page lists what is protected for you and what you
must do on your server.

Builtin
Protection How it works
CSRF tokens Every form of the website and of the admin carries a token; forms without a valid token are
refused.
SQL injection  All queries use prepared statements with bound parameters.
Passwords Stored with PHP password_hash() ; never in plain text.
Login Admin logins are blocked after repeated failures; website logins, registrations, contact and Al
throttling requests are rate-limited per session and per IP address.
Uploads Only real images are accepted, re-encoded as JPEG or PNG (this removes hidden code) and
stored with generated names. .htaccess files forbid running scripts in the upload folders.
HTML from Descriptions are filtered to a short list of safe tags without attributes. Output is escaped
users everywhere else.
Payments Amounts come from the database; Stripe and PayPal payments are verified with the
provider; webhook signatures are checked.
Access Admin pages check the permissions of the group; users can edit only their own cars and
control bookings.
Spam Hidden honeypot fields and rate limits on registration, contact and booking forms.
Your checklist

e Delete the install folder and change the default administrator password.

e Set $DEBUG_MODE=false in config.php.
e Use HTTPS and keep PHP updated.

e Use a database user that has rights only on the script's database.

e Make sure config.php is not readable by other users of the server (permission 640 or 600 where

possible).

e Remove demo users and demo content before going live.

e Back up the database and the upload folders regularly (Backup and moving to another server).
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Backup and moving to another server

A complete backup consists of the database and a few folders. The same files are all you
need to move the site.

What to back up
Item Contains
MySQL database Cars, bookings, users, settings, pages, translations, payments. Export it with
phpMyAdmin (format SQL).
uploaded_images/ and Car photos, logo, favicon and hero image.
thumbnails/
config.php Database access and settings.
languages/, templates/ Only if you changed them.

Move to a new server

. Export the database from the old server.

. Create a database and a user on the new server and import the SQL file.

. Upload all files (including the upload folders) to the new hosting.

. Edit config.php with the new database data (and $DOMAIN_NAME if the address changed).
. Check the folder permissions of uploaded_images and thumbnails.

. Open the website, the admin panel, and test a booking and an e-mail.

N O o b~ W0 N P

. Update the Stripe webhook address and the PayPal settings if the domain is new (Payment
settings).

Do not run the installer again on an existing database; the import above is all that is needed.

92



PHP Car Rental User Manual

CUSTOMIZING & TECHNICAL
Combining with other scripts

The script is built on the same small framework as the other products of the family. That
makes combining two products into one website or one admin panel much easier than

usual.

What is shared

DatabasePDO, PageController, PageModel and TemplateEngine keep the same names and public
methods.

The admin panel uses the same template, AdminUI, AdminRouter and AdminUser classes and the
same admin tables (users, groups, permissions, settings, pages, languages).

Every table has a configurable prefix, so two scripts can live in one database.

Language files are arrays of keys and values in the same format.

Typical steps

1. Install both scripts with different table prefixes, or merge into one prefix.

2. Copy the AbDMIN/<category> folders of one script into the other and merge the arrays in
pages_structure.php.

3. Copy the extension files of the second script to extensions/ and attach them to pages (Pages and
menu).

4. Merge the permission rows so that groups can open the new pages (Administrators, groups and
permissions).

5. Copy ADMIN/include/admin_helpers.php and ADMIN/assets/admin-extra.css if you use pages that

depend on them.

The car pages of the admin use CSS classes starting with ax- from admin-extra.css, SO merged
panels do not need inline styles.
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Troubleshooting and FAQ

Most problems have a simple cause. Start by setting $DEBUG_MODE=true in config.php SO

that PHP and SQL errors are shown, then find your symptom below. Switch it off again

afterwards.

Symptom

Blank white page

"Database connection
failed"

The installer says it
cannot write config.php

Photos do not upload

"Security token expired"

Logged out too soon

E-mails do not arrive

Pages show "not found"
with SEO URLs

Language switcher is
missing
Al says the key is not

configured

Stripe: "could not start
the payment"

Payment done but the
listing is not live

A car does not appear
on the website

Likely cause and solution

A PHP error is hidden. Enable $peBuG_MoDE . Check that your PHP version is 7.4 or
newer and the extensions pdo_mysql, curl, gd, mbstring are on.

Wrong host, user, password or database name in config.php, or the MySQL user
has no rights on the database.

Make the file or its folder writable, run the installer again, then restore the
permissions.

Folders uploaded_images and thumbnails are not writable, the file is larger than 8
MB or than upload_max_filesize in php.ini, or the GD extension is missing.

The page was open for a long time or cookies are blocked. Reload the page and
try again.

Your server removes sessions quickly. Raise session.gc_maxlifetime in php.ini.

Set a sender on your own domain and use SMTP (E-mail and SMTP). Check the
spam folder.

Apache does not read .htaccess . Enable mod_rewrite and AllowOverride All, Or
switch off SEO friendly URLs (General settings).

It needs at least two active languages and the option to show it (Languages).

Open Al settings, paste the key, save and use the test button. Check the credit
balance of your provider.

The secret key is wrong or belongs to another mode. Check the key and the
currency code (Payment settings).

The listing may be waiting for approval (Managing cars). For bank transfers, mark
the payment as paid (Packages and transactions).

Its status is not Active, it has expired, or it is outside your search filters. Check
Managing cars.

Frequently asked questions

Can |l use the script on shared hosting?

Yes. It needs only PHP, MySQL and the common extensions. No command line, Composer or Node.js

is required.

94



PHP Car Rental User Manual

Do I need an Al key?

No. Without a key the Al buttons show a message and the home page search uses a simple keyword
parser. See Al settings.

Can customers pay for the rental online?

In this version online payments are used for paid listings (owners paying you). Customers send
booking requests that the owner confirms; rental payment is arranged at pick-up.

Can | use my own template?

Yes, see Customizing the template.
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PHP Car Rental User Manual - NetArt Media
https://www.netartmedia.net/manuals/car-rental/
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